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How we teach reading – answers for parents
The Read Write Inc. Phonics programme 
Learning to read is the most important thing your child will learn at our school. Everything else depends on it, so we put as much energy as we possibly can into making sure that every single child learns to read as quickly as possible.
We want your child to love reading – and to want to read for themselves. This is why we put our efforts into making sure they develop a love of books as well as simply learning to read. 

How will my child be taught to read?
We start by teaching phonics to the children in the Reception class. This means that they learn how to ‘read’ the sounds in words and how those sounds can be written down. This is essential for reading, but it also helps children learn to spell well. We teach the children simple ways of remembering these sounds and letters. Ask them to show you what these are. 
The children also practice reading (and spelling) what we call ‘tricky words’, such as ‘once,’ ‘have,’ ‘said’ and ‘where’. 
The children practice their reading with books that match the phonics and the ‘tricky words’ they know. They start thinking that they can read and this does wonders for their confidence. 
The teachers read to the children, too, so the children get to know all sorts of stories, poetry and information books. They learn many more words this way and it also helps their writing. 
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How will I know how well my child is doing?
We will always let you know how well your child is doing. 
We use various ways to find out how the children are getting on in reading. We use the information to decide what reading group they should be in. Your child will work with children who are at the same reading level as him or her. Children will move to a different group if they are making faster progress than the others. Your child will have one-to-one support if we think he or she needs some extra help to keep up.  
We also use a reading test so that we can make sure that all our children are at the level that they should be for their age compared to all the children across the country. 
In the summer term, the government asks us to do a phonics check of all the Year 1 children. That gives us extra information about their progress. We will talk to you about how well your child has done, and especially if we have any worries at all.
How long will it take to learn to read well?
By the end of Year 2, your child should be able to read aloud books that are at the right level for his or her age. In Year 3 we concentrate more on helping children to understand what they are reading, although this work begins very early on. This happens when the teacher reads to the children and also when the children read their own story book. 

What can I do to help? Is there anything that I shouldn't do?
You will be invited to a meeting so that we can explain how we teach reading. Please come and support your child. We would very much like you to know how to help. 
Your child will bring different sorts of books home from school. It helps if you know whether this is a book that your child can read on their own or whether this is a book that you should read to them. The teacher will have explained which is which. Please trust your child’s teacher to choose the book(s) that will help your child the most.
Help your child to sound out the letters in words and then to ‘push’ the sounds together to make a whole word. Try not to refer to the letters by their names. Help your child to focus on the sounds. You can hear how to say the sounds correctly at this link: https://ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/#lg=1&slide=2

Sometimes your child might bring home a picture book that they know well. Please don’t say, ‘This is too easy.’ Instead, encourage your child to tell you the story out loud; ask them questions about things that happen or what they think about some of the characters in the story.
We know parents and carers are very busy people. But if you can find time to read to your child as much as possible, it helps him or her to learn about books and stories. They also learn new words and what they mean. Show that you are interested in reading yourself and talk about reading as a family. You can find out about good stories to read to your child here: https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education 

Does it matter if my child misses a lesson or two?
It matters a lot if your child misses school. The way we teach children to read is very well organised, so even one missed lesson means that your child has not learnt something that they need to know to be a good reader. 
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Word time Lessons

As soon as children have leamt a few inifial letter sounds they begin fo learn to
blend the sounds together fo read real words in a Word Time session. Each word
fime session involves oral blending of known sounds before they are shown the
words written down on green cards. Children practice Fred talking the words until
they become able to read them on sight. Ditty lessons follow on from this where
children who are becoming excellent at reading single words are introduced fo
reading whole sentences. Once children are confident reading the short senfences
they are challenged to use their developing phonic knowledge fo write a sentence.
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Storybook Lessons

The next stage of the Read Wiite Inc scheme is for children fo
read storybooks that are closely matched to their developing
phonic knowledge. The storybooks consists of green words
linked fo the sounds they have been leaming, red word
(words that are not decodable) and challenge words fo
extend children's vocabulary. After children have practiced
these words individually they are prepared fo see them in
contextin the story.

Activifies such as comprehension questions, partner
discussion and writing acfivifies based on the book follow.
You may have heard your child talking about *hold, ediit or
build a senfence’. Hold a sentence is an activity that encourages children to
remember a whole sentence while focusing on spelling and punctuation. Build a
sentence is fo give chidren the opportunity to create their own senfence fo that
shows the meaning of a word and edit a sentence allows the children to crifique a
sentence using their knowledge of spelling punctuation and grammr.

Children complete a longer piece of independent writing, which gives them the
opportunity o show off their creativity and fo practice their spelling, grammar and
punctuation.
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Spelling with your Fred Fingers

Children are taught to use their fingers to help them write words. The children say the
word out loud and break it down info its individual sounds. If @ word has 3 sounds
children hold up 3 fingers, 4 sounds 4 fingers etc. Children then pinch each finger as

they say the sounds needed in the word then they write the letters that represent
each sound.
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When using Fred Fingers each finger represents one sound. When children reach
yellow Read Wite Inc storybooks they will begin o leam fo frace the letters onfo
each finger and say the lefter names.
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Letter formation

Children are taught how fo form letters using a handwriting phrase fo help. See.
s://abbotsphonicsfiles wordpress.com/2013/02/hand-wrifing-phrases]odf for
phrases and explanation of how fo teach.

Ruth Miskin the founder of Read Wiite Inc had complied a selection of videos that
give lots more information and examples. Click the link below to find out more
about

Saying sounds correctly
Linking sounds to letters

Two lefters, one sound

Practise, practise, practise

Putting sounds fogether to read simple words
Tricky words

Reading books

Using pictures

Writing letters

Read fo your child as much as you can
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